Limit on election campaign financing

Bailp News

PAFFREL, CMEYV hand over
draft Bill to Minister Mustapha

ZAHRAH IMTIAZ

The Peoples’ Ac
Free_and lections
(I’AFFREL) l«n..uhu' with
the Centre for Monitoring
ction Violence (CMEV)
yesterday handed over a
draft_Bill aiming to_limit
clection_campaign spend-
ing to Local Government

and Provincial Councils
Minister Faiszer Mustapha.
FFREL ~ Execut

Director Rnhana Hmm
achchi_speaking

Daily Nu\'; sa
result of discussions hel
the Cabinet Sub-
Committee appointed to
look into the amendments
to the Local Government
Act,

had wide consulta-
tmm “with the Blec
e 3

¥ rganisations to draft
the Bill,” said Hettiarach-
chi who has also sent &
draft to all Members of

Parliament for considera-
tion.

Minister Mustapha, he
said had agreed to present
the Bill to Cabinet and to
Partament for approvl
nister will di
with the President
and Prime Miniser soon,

()ne of the key &lmngtu
the Bill has proposed
have all candidates open a
parate bank account

when conteting an clec
d have all funds for

directed to it
* Candidates. have to
audit the account and sub-
its accounts to_the
Elections Commis:
after the election. 'I'ham
shouldbe  mechanisn
the Elections Com
o, monitor the accounts
prior to that too," Hettiar-
hehi s: '1|r

FFRI and CMEV
have pmpn\td that the EC
set a maximum limit a can-
didate can spend d
ing on the populat
s/her _electorate.
have suggested that R:
per voter be allowed for
Local Government elec-

538

of
They

5. 5

tions and Rs. 100 per voter
Parliamentary elec-
“Every five year
the E review
limit," he said.

The Bill has proposed
that imits be placed on the
types of
can_donate to cam
and to decree the maxi-
mum amount a donor can
make (0 a campaign.

Chis is not an easy
thing to do. Even if we do
manage to make

be dificlt

ment the law
e Flton Law states
that candidates cannot dis-
tribute any form of gift
among voters, but we
know through experience

that it happen
the PAFFREL

anywa
Executive

Hettiarachchi said the
Bill was a positive step in
the right direction.

the Prime Minister stating
that there needed to be a
control and transparency

€ expenditure
du elections _also
means that only the rich or
those who are able to raise
large amounts can contest
for public offi s
Local (n)\t‘rnm(ﬂm
member would earn a max-
imum of Rs. 500,000 for

his full term, but Iw wnuld
spend around Rs 1-1

on o got clected. It is not
surprising that there i cor-
ruption,”  Hettiarachchi
said.

REL and CMEV
are determined that a Bill
on campaign finances be
passed and said that
Ninister Mustapha failed
to present it to Parliament,
they could lobby the MPs
to present it as a private
I

member
“We have 2 who

have pledged to stand for

clean politics, so hopefull

one of them wil do thi

is s not a perfect Bill
a good start," Het-
chi said.




